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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to examine the acute and sub-acute toxicity of the ethanolic extract of the 
stem and root of Aristolochia ringens and Securidaca longepedunculata, respectively, in Wistar rats. 
The animals were divided into 5 per group and oral administration of extract at doses of 100, 250, 500 
mg/kg were given daily for 28 days. Control group was given distilled water and animals were weighed at  
7 day intervals. Animals were kept under close observation for 24 h and 28 days for acute and sub acute 
toxicity study, respectively. body and relative organ weight, biochemical and haemotological analysis 
and phytochemical screening were carried out. The extract did not exhibit significant change in the 
percentage body weight when compared to the control group. The stem extract of A. rigens did not show 
any significant difference in the weight of the organs, weight while the root extract of S. longepedunculata 
exhibited a significant dose-dependent decrease in the weight of the liver and heart in all the treated 
groups (p<0.05). Extract showed significant increase in red blood cell (RBC), haemoglobin (HGB) and 
haemotocrit (HCT) levels in A. ringens, while it decreased in S. longepedunculata extract in the study. 
There was no significant alteration in the haematological parameters (WBC, MCHC, MCV and MCH) 
of the treated rats when compared to the control rats. All blood serum biochemical parameters were 
not significantly (p<0.05) different as compared with the control group, except for a significant (p<0.05)  
non-dose-dependent increase of TP, HDL-c and LDL-c of A. ringens extract. The result indicate non 
toxicity of ethanolic stem and root extracts of A. ringens and S. longepedunculata, respectively, were 
found to be safe when orally administered. 
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INTRODUCTION

Recently, there has been great interest in medicinal 
plant research. It has opened new field of important 
materials for the pharmaceutical and cosmetics industries. 
Studies have shown that approximately half of all synthetic 
drugs are derived from natural sources1. There is growing 
global demand for herbal medicine and the use and 
safety call for concern2. Traditional medicine as drugs are 
accepted by the public as it is considered to be safe and 
natural3,4, and it is believed that plant remedies are free 
from undesirable side effects5. Deaths or hospitalization 
as a result of herbs consumption are rare6. 

Several reports have shown the effective therapeutic 
tendencies of medicinal plants in treating various diseases 
and other uses include preservatives, flavoring and 
aroma. However, despite the highly favorable therapeutic 
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potential of these medicinal plants, some its components 
have shown to be potentially harmful and more or less  
lethal7,8. Despite the various benefits of medicinal plants, 
there is insignificant scientific claim in literature on the 
certainty of these plants. As a result, it becomes imperative 
to evaluate their toxicological effects which could be helpful 
to providing preliminary safety information regarding 
potential harmful phytochemicals of these plants.

Aristolochia ringens (vahl) is known among the 
Yoruba indigenous of Southwest Nigeria as “Ako-
igun” and is a climber of the family “Aristolochiaceae”. 
Traditionally, the leaves are used in the treatment of 
rheumatoid arthritis, diarrhea, asthma, antidote and 
snakebites9,10. The root decoction in small doses can be 
used to treat skin diseases, wound, inflammation, and 
purgative11-13. Different studies in in vitro and in vivo have 
demonstrated the antiplasmodial, analgesic, antimicrobial, 
antioxidant, antivenom, antialzeheimer, antilarvicidal, anti-
inflammatory, antiseptic, abortifacient, antispermatogenic 
and antiulcer activities of Aristolochia ringens14-17.

https://doi.org/10.53879/id.56.11.11936
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Securidaca longepedunculata Fresens is a small 
tree with a height between 6-12 meters. The local name 
is popularly known as “Ipeta” It is majorly distributed 
in different African countries. ethnomedicinal uses of  
S. longepedunculata revealed that the root extract can 
be used to treat sexually transmitted diseases, malaria, 
pneumonia, cough and aches18-21; also the stem bark can 
be used in the treatment of skin diseases, dysentery, 
stomach ache and typhoid18, 22-23. 

Due to wide range of use of this herbal plants, 
hence, there is a need to investigate its safety level 
by placing importance on the acute toxicity and sub-
chronic toxicity of the ethanolic roots and stem of 
Securidaca longepedunculata and Aristolochia ringens, 
respectively.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Extract preparation
The fresh roots of Securidaca longepedunculata 

and stem of Aristolochia ringens were collected from  
the wild in Ilaro, ogun State, Nigeria in November 2016. 
Identification and authentication were performed in the 
Herbarium of the Department of Botany, University 
of Lagos where the voucher specimen numbers LUH 
5570 and LUH 4061 respectively, were deposited. The 
plant materials were rinsed under running tap water, cut 
into bits and air dried at temperature 23°C ± 2°C after 
they were was then pulverized in a mechanical grinder. 
each dried plant samples (500 g) root of Securidaca 
longepedunculata and stem of Aristolochia ringens was 
macerated in 5 L of absolute ethanol for 72 h at room 
temperature, filtered using a Whatman No 1 filter paper 
and concentrated to dryness under vacuum at 40°C using 
a rotary evaporator (buchi, Switzerland R-250). The 
dried extracts (yield 1.91 and 2.11 % (w/w) respectively 
was stored in the refrigerator at 4°C until further use of 
toxicological evaluation. Fresh extracts were reconstituted 
daily in distilled water to the last concentration for drug 
administration to the Wistar rats.

Animals
male and female Albino Wistar rats, weighing 

120–140 g, were obtained from the Nigeria Institute of 
medical Research, Lagos State, Nigeria (NIMR), Yaba, 
Lagos, Nigeria. All animals were kept in cages at the 
Animal house of the Department of Zoology, University 
of Lagos, Nigeria, and acclimatized for a minimum of  
10-days prior to oral administration of the extract. Standard 
laboratory conditions were maintained in separate clean 
cages at 230 C under regular 12 h daylight/ dark cycle in 

specific pathogen- free animal facility. The “principles 
of laboratory animal care” 24 guidelines and procedures 
were followed for the experiments. The animals were fed 
with standard rodent chow (Pfizer Feeds Ltd ) and water 
ad libitum. Daily cleaning was done to the cage beddings 
and water bottles. 

Acute toxicity
A total of forty five albino Wistar rats were randomly 

divided into 9 groups. each (5 per group) had 2 male 
and 3 female rats. The rats were grouped. Hereafter, 
Group 1 is the control that was daily treated with  distilled 
water, Group II,III,Iv,v stem extract of A. ringens and 
Group vI, vII, vIII, IX root extract of S. longepedunculata 
received 500, 1000, 1500. 2000 mg/kg. The animal feed 
was kept away in a single night, but had access to water 
and then treated orally with extract of A. ringens and 
S. longepedunculata. The rats were kept under close 
observation for changes in general behavior, mortality  
and other physiological disorder for 24 hrs . 

Sub-acute studies
Thirty five rats were divided into 7 groups. Each (5 

per group) had 2 male and 3 female for the sub-acute 
studies. The rats were grouped into; Group 1 which serves 
as the control, which were treated with distilled water 
daily, Group II,III,Iv extract of A. ringens and Group v, 
vI, vII, extract of S. longepedunculata received 100, 250, 
500 mg/kg. The animals received distilled water (control) 
for 28 days. After dosing, the rats were fasted of feed 
but had water ad libitum for 24 h and were sacrificed by 
cervical dislodgement. Rats were made to bleed from 
the retro orbital venous plexus and blood samples were 
collected using capillary tubes for the haematological and 
biochemical studies. 

Body weight and relative organ weight
Throughout the experimental study, the animals were 

weighed weekly and the percentage of weight change for 
animal was calculated as thus: 

Percentage (%) Weight change = (Difference between 
interval body weight and initial body weight ÷  initial body 
weight) ×100. The weight of each organ was standardized 
for 100 g body weight of individual rat.

Preparation of Serum
About 5 mL of blood sample was collected into 

ethylene diamine tetra acetic acid (eDTA) sample bottles 
for various haematological assays while 10 mL of blood 
sample was collected and centrifuged at 2500 rpm for 



INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 29 28  INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 29 28  INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019

5 min and Pasteur pipette was gently used to empty 
serum into the sample bottles for different biochemical 
assays. 

Serum biochemical analysis 
Serum samples were analysed using standard 

procedures25, for albumin (ALB), alkaline phosphatase 
(ALP), alanine transaminase (ALT), aspartate transaminase 
(AST),26, total bilirubin (TBIL)27, lipids triglycerides (TG), 
total cholesterol (TCHO), high-density lipoprotein (HDL-c), 
low-density lipoprotein (LDL-c)), total protein (TP)28, 
creatinine(Cr) and uric acid (URIC)29.

Haematological analysis blood sample collected 
and analysed for red blood cells count (RbC) by 
haemocytometic method and Haemoglobin (Hb) content 
was by Cyanmet haemoglobin (Drabkin) method 30. other 
parameters evaluated include white blood cell (WbC) 
count, mean corpuscular haemoglobin concentration 
(MCHC), haematocrit (HCT), mean corpuscular volume 
(MCV) and mean corpuscular haemoglobin (MCH). 

Phytochemical screening
Phytochemical screening was performed using 

standard procedures described in the literature31-33.  

Statistical analysis 
Results are expressed as mean ± Sem for change 

in body weights. Data obtained for haematological and 
biochemical analysis are expressed as mean ± standard 
deviation (SD). The data obtained were statistically 
evaluated using one-way analysis of variance (ANovA), 
with SPSS software version 20 The differences were 
considered statistically significant at level of p < 0.05.

RESULTS 

Phytochemical screening of both plant extracts 
showed the presence of reducing sugar, alkaloids, 
flavonoids, terpenoids, cardiac glycosides, tannins and 
steroids (Table I). However, anthraquinones were not 
detected in both plant ethanolic extract. Saponins were 
absent in the extract of A. ringens but there reducing sugar 
was highly present. on the other hand, saponins were 
extremely present in the extract of S. longepedunculata 
while its reducing sugar was highly present.

Changes in body weight in the acute test
 The acute toxicity study (Table II) of both A. ringens 

(stem) and S. longepedunculata (root) extract showed no 
changes in the behaviour or effects in the physiological 
disorder. The LD50 value of the A. ringens (stem) and 

Table I: Phytochemical profile of the ethanolic 
stem and root extract of Aristolochia ringens and 

Securidaca longepedunculata, respectively

Phytochemical 
component

Aristolochia 
ringens 
(Stem)

Securidaca 
longepedunculata 

(Roots
Saponin - +++

Reducing Sugar ++ ++

Alkaloid + +

Flavonoid + +

Tannins + +

Terpenoids + +

Anthraquinone - -

Cardiac 
Glycosides

+ +

Steroids + +

Key: +++: Extremely present, ++: Highly Present, +: Present, 
-: Not Detected

Table II: Effect of mortality on the acute toxicity of 
the ethanolic extract of both A. ringens (A)(Stem) 

and S. longepedunculata (B)(Root)

Dosages of 
drugs (mg/kg) 

No of 
Mice used 

Number 
of dead 
animals 

% Total 
death of 

mice 

A 500 mg/kg 5 0 00 

A 1000 mg/kg 5 0 00 

A 1500 mg/kg 5 0 00 

A 2000 mg/kg 5 0 00 

b 500 mg/kg 5 0 00 

b 1000 mg/kg 5 0 00 

b 1500 mg/kg 5 0 00 

b 2000 mg/kg 5 0 00 

S. longepedunculata (root) extract was greater than 
2000 mg/kg and no mortality or morbidity sign was 
recorded.

Control group received distilled water 
Changes in the body weight in the sub-acute 

The ethanolic stem and root extract of A. rigens and S. 
longepedunculata respectively caused no significant 
(p<0.05) change in the percentage body weight in a 
dose-dependent manner as compared to the control 
Table III.
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Table III Change in animal weight in the sub-acute 
studies on the ethanolic stem and root extracts of 

A. rigens and S. longepedunculata respectively

Study                               Dose (mg/kg)                                  weight change 
(%)

A. ringens

Sub –acute

(28 days) 

100 23.8 ± 2.12

250 23.2 ± 1.41

500 26.1 ± 3.96

S. longepedunculata

Sub –acute

(28 days)

100 22.0 ± 1.56

250 29.6 ± 1.56

500 29.7 ± 1.16

Sub –acute

(28 days)

Control 29.1 ± 1.41

Values are expressed as mean ± SEM (n=5). No significant 
difference (p>0.05) between treated and control rats (One-way 
ANOVA 

No significant difference (p<0.05) in the weight of 
organs between the control and the treatment groups in 
the extract of A. rigens. The extract of S. longepedunculata 
exhibited a significant dose-dependent decrease in the 
weight of the liver and heart in all the treated groups 
(p<0.05) throughout the treatment period as shown in 
Table Iv. 

Table IV Changes in organ weights (per 100 g body 
weight) in the sub-acute study of ethanolic stem and 
root extracts of A. rigens and S. longepedunculata 
respectively

Study Organ Dose (mg/kg)
Sub-acute 
(28 days)

Control 100 250 500

A. ringens

Liver 3.80 ± 
0.25      

2.33 ± 
0.73       

3.08 
±0.62        

 3.96 
±0.77

Kidney 1.15 ± 
0.12     

0.76 ± 
0.06       

0.80 ± 
0.09       

0.87 
±0.10

Heart 1.06 ± 
0.15      

 0.53 
± 0.03       

0.49 ± 
0.07       

0.63 
±0.07    

Testis 2.50 ± 
0.17       

2.17 ± 
0.03       

2.81 ± 
0.11       

2.48 
±0.15

S. 
longepedu 

nculata

Liver 3.74 ± 
0.25       

3.85 ± 
0.51       

3.95 ± 
0.39        

3.72 
±0.69

Kidney 1.15 ± 
0.12      

0.77 ± 
0.07        

0.84 ± 
0.05        

0.76 
±0.06

Heart 1.06 ± 
0.15      

0.57 ± 
0.06       

0.54 ± 
0.03         

0.56 
±0.01     

Testis 2.50 ± 
0.17      

2.21 ± 
0.09       

2.44 ± 
0.16        

2.32 
±0.12

Values are expressed as mean ± SEM (n=5). No significant 
difference (p>0.05) between treated and control rats 
(One-way ANOVA 

Table V: Values of the haematological parameters of control and treated rats with the ethanolic stem and 
root extracts of A. ringens and S. longepedunculata, respectively, in sub-acute toxicity study

Parameter A100 A250 A500 B100 B250 B500 M500 (1:1) CONTROL
Red blood cell RbC  

(x 1012 /L)
9.77±  
0.003*

6.58 ± 
0.003

9.53 ± 
0.00*

5.21 ± 
0.00*

5.78 ± 
0.00

0.81 ± 
0.00*

0.78 
±0.00*

5.75± 
0.003

Haemoglobin HGB(g/L) 16.42 ± 
0.023*

12.82 ± 
0.020

12.12 ± 
0.020

10.72 ± 
0.020

11.92 ± 
0.023

7.43 ± 
0.033*

15.30 ± 
0.000

11.2 ± 
0.000

Haemotocrit HCT (%) 71.20 ± 
0.023*

52.22 ± 
0.023*

43.60 ± 
0.023

40.82 ± 
0.023

45.32 ± 
0.023

6.49 ± 
0.205*

8.56 ± 
0.367*

43.42 
±0.023

White blood cell WbC (x 109 

/L) 
3.40 ± 
0.80

3.46 ± 
0.27

3.40 ±  
0.80

5.93 ± 
0.47

3.24 ± 
0.38

4.67± 
0.34

3.42 ± 
0.79

4.17 ± 
0.09

mean Corpuscular volume 
MCV (fL)

72.22 ± 
0.02

79.42 ± 
0.02

77.22 ± 
0.02

78.32 ± 
0.02

78.32 ± 
0.02

78.42 ± 
0.02

74.72 ± 
0.02

75.52 ± 
0.02

Mean cell Haemoglobin 
MCH (pg)

18.81 ± 
0.01

19.51 ± 
0.01

16.2 ±  
0.00

20.52 ± 
0.02

20.63 ± 
0.03

20.22 ± 
0.03

19.62 ± 
0.03

19.53 ±  
0.03

Mean cell Haemoglobin 
Concentration MCHC (g/dl)

23.33 ± 
0.05

24.53 ± 
0.05

22.22 ± 
0.03

23.20 ± 
0.05

21.33 ± 
0.05

21.33 ± 
0.05

21.63 ± 
0.05

24.83  ± 
0.05

Values were expressed as means ± sem, n=5, * p < 0.05.

Key: A500, A250, A, 100 (received 500, 250, 100 mg/kg stem extract of A. ringens respectively), B500, B250, B100 (received 
500, 250, 100 mg/kg root extract of S. longepedunculata respectively), Control received distilled water
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Table VI: Values of the biochemical parameters of control and treated rats with the ethanolic stem and 
root extracts of A. ringens and S. longepedunculata, respectively, in sub-acute toxicity study

Parameter A500mg A250mg A100mg B500mg B250mg B100mg M500mg 
(1:1)

CONTROL

Aspartate transaminase 
AST (U/L)

20.90 ± 
0.02

18.20 ± 
0.02

22.80 ± 
0.04

29.90 ± 
0.03

45.20 ± 
0.05

33.10 ± 
0.03

20.90 ± 
0.02

43.70 ± 
0.04

Total Bilirubin TBIL  
(mg./dL)

4.10 ± 
0.04

3.00 ± 
0.03

1.90 ± 
0.01

1.80 ± 
0.01

4.10 ± 
0.04

2.30 ± 
0.02

2.40 ±  
0.02

3.10 ±  
0.03

Creatin Cr (mg/dL) 60.29 ± 
0.03

62.77 ± 
0.04

54.14 ± 
0.02

54.51 ± 
0.01

70.63 ± 
0.03*

84.31 ± 
0.05*

55.75 ± 
0.03

58.94 ± 
0.02

Alanine 
TransaminaseALT (U/L)

23.40 ± 
0.02

21.20 ± 
0.02

22.70 ± 
0.03

21.20 ± 
0.04

23.50 ± 
0.03

17.50 ± 
0.02

17.00 ± 
0.01

25.80 ± 
0.03

URIC (mg/dL) 2.50 ± 
0.03

2.90 ± 
0.04

2.60 ± 
0.03

1.90 ± 
0.01

2.70 ± 
0.02

3.00  ± 
0.02

1.90 ±  
0.01

2.10 ± 
0.02

Albumin ALB (mg/dL) 40.20 ± 
0.02

42.60 ± 
0.02

27.40 ± 
0.01*

42.80 ± 
0.03

38.80 ± 
0.02

40.10 ± 
0.02

32.20 ± 
0.02

37.90 ± 
0.02

Total protein TP (g/l) 7.18 ± 
0.2*

8.25 ± 
0.03*

6.35 ± 
0.02

5.81 ± 
0.02

6.55 ± 
0.02

6.73 ± 
0.02

5.03 ±  
0.02

5.45 ±  
0.01

High density Lipoprotein 
HDL-c (mg/dL)

4.10 ± 
0.03*

3.50 ± 
0.02*

2.57 ± 
0.01

1.31 ± 
0.00

1.11 ± 
0.00

1.26 ± 
0.01

1.05 ±  
0.00

1.67 ±  
0.01

Low density Lipoprotein 
LDL (mg/dL)

2.31 ± 
0.03*

1.60 ± 
0.02*

1.40 ± 
0.02*

0.42 ± 
0.01

0.40 ± 
0.01

0.58 ± 
0.01

0.90 ±  
0.01

0.40 ±  
0.00

Total Cholesterol TCHO 
(mg/dL)

3.58 ± 
0.02

3.19 ± 
0.03

2.47 ± 
0.02

4.15 ± 
0.03

3.66 ± 
0.02

3.81 ± 
0.02

2.53 ± 
0.01

3.13 ± 
0.02

Lipids triglycerides LTG 
(mg/dL)

0.46 ± 
0.23

0.65 ± 
0.03

1.50 
0.04

0.57 ± 
0.03

0.85 ± 
0.03

0.90 ± 
0.02

1.05 ± 
0.03

0.89 ± 
0.02

Alkaline Phosphatase 
ALP (U/L)

62.90 ± 
0.02

72.50 ± 
0.03

90.60 ± 
0.04*

100.90 ± 
0.05*

45.50 ± 
0.01*

68.00 ± 
0.03

64.90 ± 
0.03

70.10  ± 
0.02

Values were expressed as means ± sem, n=5, * p < 0.05.

Key: A500, A250, A, 100 (received 500, 250, 100 mg/kg stem extract of A. ringens respectively), B500, B250, B100 (received 
500, 250, 100 mg/kg root extract of S. longepedunculata respectively) Control received distilled wat

In the sub-acute studies, results of the two plant 
extracts on haematological parameters presented in  
Table V showed a significant (p < 0.05) decrease of RBC 
count at the dose of 500 mg/kg of S. longepedunculata. 
However, at 100 mg/kg and 500 mg/kg of A. ringens, it 
exhibited a significant non dose dependent rise in RBC 
count. Also, a significant (p<0.05) non- dose-dependent in 
HGB at the dose of 100 mg/kg of A. ringens was recorded 
in the course of the study, while a decrease was observed 
at 500 mg/kg of S. longepedunculata in the treated rats. 
Stem extract of A. ringens at the dose of 100 and 250mg/kg 
exhibited a significant (p<0.05) rise in HCT counts. A 
statistically significant (p<0.05) decrease in HCT at 500 
mg/kg of root extract of S. longepedunculata as compared 
to control was observed. No significant difference was 
noted in other haematological parameters (WBC, MCHC, 
MCV and MCH) when compared to the control group.

TablevI shows the values of biochemical parameters 
during the sub acute treatment period.  blood serum 
biochemical parameters were not significantly (p<0.05) 
different when compared with the control group, except 
for a significant (p<0.05) non-dose-dependent increase 
of TP, HDL-c and LDL-c at the dose of 250 and 500 
mg/ kg of the extract of A. ringens. Similarly, LDL-c and 
ALP at the dose of 100 mg/kg of A. ringens in treated 
group exhibited a significant (p<0.05) but not dose-
dependent increase in the treatment period but the 
level of ALB was significantly reduced. However, the 
blood serum levels of Cr and ALT at the dose of (100 
and 250) mg/kg and 500 mg/kg of S. longepedunculata, 
respectively, exhibited a statistically significant (p<0.05) 
non dose-dependent rise as compared to control while 
ALP level at 250 mg/kg of S. longepedunculata was 
decreased significantly.
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DISCUSSION

In this present study of acute toxicity, administration 
of the different doses of both plant extracts did not induce 
toxicity or mortality in any animal in the course of the entire 
experimental period.  This shows that the ethanolic extract 
of both plants was well tolerated by the rats. Administration 
of a least dose of 500 mg/kg dose of plant extract did not 
reveal toxic effects or mortality in any of the experimental 
animals. Therefore, the LD50 of extract can be regarded 
to be higher than 2000 mg/kg. According to the Globally 
Harmonized System (GHS) for chemical tagging and 
classification34, substances that possess an LD50 value 
more than 2000 mg/kg are regarded as relatively safe 
35. Some studies have shown a greater therapeutic dose 
of 2000 mg/kg to have LD50 values, based on the GHS 
standard, such extracts have been relatively considered 
safe on acute exposure36-37.

Stem and root extract of A. ringens and S. longepe-
dunculata, respectively, were examined in animals using 
analysis of body and organ weights, haematological, 
biochemical parameters and phytochemical analysis. 
body weight change is a key indication of toxic effects 
of drugs and metabolites28,38. 

Daily administration of both extracts for the sub 
–acute period indicated no remarkable changes in body 
weight pattern in the treated animals as compared to the 
control group. These implied that the drug administration 
did not produce any critical effect on normal growth and 
development of the treated animals. Changes that occur 
in the process of blood cells production from toxicity in 
human can be a useful evaluation in the data of animal 
studies 39. The human blood constituents are vulnerable to 
foreign and harmful compounds as it serves as a means 
for drug passage. After 28 days oral administration of stem 
and root extract of A. ringens and S. longepedunculata, 
respectively, the remarkable increase in RbC parameter in 
the doses of A. ringens showed that the plant extract may 
not be adversely influenced by the erythropoietic system.  
The significant increase in HCT and HGB of A. ringens, 
also significant decrease in HCT and HGB parameters in 
S. longepedunculata at the highest dose, could suggest 
that this increase in erythrocytes and thrombocytes 
may be due to an increase in the rate of hematopoiesis. 
Clinically, the body generates rapidly cells to meet up for 
the production of more mature cells as in case of blood 
loss or dehydration40.  In this study, significant changes 
were not recorded in other parameters such as WbC, 
MCHC, MCV and MCH. Further implication in several 
toxicity tests have shown that when hematopoiesis is being 
replenished at a quick rate, it is considered as an accurate 

target for toxicity41. The serum biochemical evaluation in 
this study was to examine the possible changes in the 
renal, hepatic and lipid features of different doses as 
compared to the control group of both extracts, in order 
to detect the exact type of disease. 

Stem and root extract of A. ringens and S. 
longepedunculata, respectively, exhibited no significant 
differences in all the biochemical parameters in the 
sub-acute toxicity study but for a significant increase in 
TP, HDL-c and LDL-c TP, parameters at the lowest and 
highest doses. Evaluation of TP and ALB can serve as 
a biomarker to test for liver and kidney diseases 41-42. A 
study has reported that a rise in these parameters have 
a hepato-protective effect43-44. The biochemical analysis 
observed in this study revealed some significant changes 
that were not absolutely dose dependent. The liver and 
kidney as a result of pharmacological use of herbal 
product is a biomarker tool for toxicity evaluation. Renal 
damage can be induced if drugs are taken in high doses 
such that the kidney destroy these drugs 45. The serum 
levels of Cr, ALP and ALT of the two extracts showed a 
significant non dose-dependent decrease when compared 
to the control group. These results may seem to suggest 
that the kidney functions are devoid of toxicity to animals 
treated with the extract.

The phytochemical screening of the ethanolic extract 
of A. ringens and S. longepedunculata showed the absence 
of anthraquinones and presence of alkaloids, flavonoids, 
tannins, carbohydrates, cardiac glycosides, terpenoids 
and steroid in both plant extract. Saponin was absent in 
A. ringens but extremely present in S. longepedunculata. 
The bioactive compounds such as alkaloids, saponins, 
glycosides, and flavonoids are found in different quantities 
in the plant which draw out a wide range of pharmacological 
or therapeutic effects, e.g., saponins enhance nutrient 
absorption and promote digestion alkaloids are used as 
medications and recreational drugs which can serve as 
anaesthetic and stimulant, also, as analgesic morphine 
and the anti-malarial drug quinine46.

CONCLUSION 

The observations revealed in this study provide  
preliminary information on the acute and sub-acute 
toxicological profile of the stem and root extract of A. 
ringens and S. longipedunculata respectively. The 
result suggest that these plants are generally safe and 
non-toxic to the body weight and relative body organs, 
haematological and biochemical parameters of rats. 
However, further investigation on the histopathological 
evaluation should be done. 



INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 33 32  INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 33 32  INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019

Competing interest statement
The authors declare that they have no competing 

interest 

ACKNOWLEDgEMENTS

bankole A.e is grateful to the Department of 
Pharmacognosy, Faculty of Pharmacy, University of 
Lagos, Nigeria for the technical assistance and creating 
a bench space for the study. 

REFERENCES  
1. Gillespie A. Conservation, Biodiversity and International 

Law. New Horizons in Environmental and Energy Law 
series 2013. Cheltenham, UK: edward elgar Publishing.

2. obidike I. and Salawu o. Screening of herbal medicines 
for potential toxicities; Pharmacology, Toxicology and 
Pharmaceutical Science; New insight in Toxicity and Drug 
Testing; Pub. In Tech; 2013, Chapter 4, pp. 63–67.

3. Adeyemi o.o., Akindele A.J. and Nwumeh K.I.. Acute 
and sub chronic toxicological assessment of Byrsocarpus 
coccineus Schum. and Thonn. (Connaraceae) aqueous leaf 
extract. Int. J. Appl. Res. Nat. Prod., 2010, 3(2): 1–11. 

4. Afolabi S.o., Akindele A.J., Awodele o., Anunobi C.C. and 
Adeyemi o.o. . A 90 day chronic toxicity study of Nigerian 
herbal preparation DAS-77 in rats. BMC Complem. Altern 
Med., 2012, 12 79–96.

5. Philomena G. Concerns regarding the safety and toxicity 
of medicinal plants.  An overview. J. Appl Pharm Sci, 
2011, 01(6) 40-44.

6. Haq I. Safety of medicinal plants. Pakistan J. Pharm. Sci., 
2004, 43(4)   203-10.

7. Teixera R.O., Camparoto M.L., Mantovan M.S. and Vinentini 
v.e.P. Assessment of two medicinal plants, Psidium 
guajave L and Achillea millifolium L, in vitro and in vivo 
assays. gen. Mol. Biol., 2003, 26 (4) 551-555. 

8. Ibrahim M.B., Sowemimo A.A., Sofidiya M.O., Badmos K.B., 
Fageyinbo m.S., Abdulkareem F.b. and odukoya o.A. Sub-
acute and chronic toxicity profiles of Markhamia tomentosa 
ethanolic leaf extract in rats. J.  Ethnopharmacol, 2016, 
193 68–75.

9. olabanji S.o., omobuwajo o.R., Ceccato D., Adebajo A.C., 
buoso m.C. and moschini G.  Accelerator-based analytical 
technique in the study of some anti-diabetic medicinal 
plants of Nigeria. Nucl. Instrum. Methods Phys, 2008, 
266 2387–2390. 

10. Sonibare m.A. and Gbile Z.o. ethnobotanical Survey of 
anti-asthmatic Plants in Southwestern Nigeria. AJTCAM, 
2008, 5(4) 340 .

11. Khan M.E., Toma I., Shingu D.Y.and Wazis C.H.  
Antiplasmodial activity of the methanol extract of the roots 
of Aristolochia albida in albino swiss mice. J Biol Sci 
Bioconserv, 2012,  4

12. onawumi o.o.e., oladoye S.o., oladipo m.A. and 
Abidakun K.T.  Phytochemical and antimicrobial screening 

of crude ethanolic extract of aristolochia repens. J. Nat Sci 
Res, 2014, 4(17)  149-152.

13. Latha S., Selvamani P., Dhivya P.S. and Benaseer R.B. 
A Review on Pharmacological activities of Aristolochia 
Species. Eur. J. Biomed. Pharm. 2015, 2(5) 160-167.

14. Ashokkumar P., Rajkumar m. and Kanimozhi m.. 
Phytochemical Screening andAntimicrobial Activity from 
5-Indian medicinal plants against human pathogens. 
Middle-East J. Sci. Res., 2010, 5(6) 477-82.

15. Sinha m. and Choudhury D. Antimicrobial plants from 
Southern Asian University. J. Sci. Tech., 2010, 6 (1) 58-
65.

16. Tajkarimi m.m., Ibrahim S.A. and Cliver D.o. Antimicrobial 
herb and Spice compounds in food. Food Control,  2010, 
21  1199-1218. 

17. Abhijit D. and Jitendra N.D. Aristolochia indica L.: A review. 
Asian J. Plant Sci., 2011, 10(2)  108-116. 

18. mustapha A.A. ethno-medico-botanical uses of Securidaca 
longepedunculata (Fresen) (Family Polygalaceae) from 
Keffi local government, Nasarawa State, Nigeria. J. Nat 
Remed., 2013, 13 133-137.

19. maroyi A. Traditional use of medicinal plants in South-
central Zimbabwe: Review and perspectives. J. Ethnobiol. 
Ethnomed., 2013  9(1): 13. 

20. ogunmefun o.T. and Gbile Z.o. An ethnobotanical study 
of anti-rheumatic plants in South Western States of Nigeria. 
Asian J. Sci. Tech., 2012, 4  063-066. 

21. Moshi M.J., Van der Beukel C.J.P., Hamza O.J.M., 
Mbwambo Z.H., Nondo R.O.S., Masimba P.J., Matee 
m.I.N., Kapingu m.C., mikx F., verweij P.e. and van 
der ven A.J.A. brine shrimp toxicity evaluation of some 
Tanzanian plants used traditionally for the treatment of 
fungal infections. AJTCAM, 2007,  4  219-225.

22. borokini T.I., Clement m., Dickson N.J. and edagbo D.e. 
ethnobiological survey of traditional medicine practice for 
circulatory and nervous system related diseases in oyo 
State, Nigeria. Top class J. Herbal Med., 2013,  2  111-
120.

23. Nadembega P., boussim J.I., Nikiema J.b., Poli F., 
Antognoni F.  medicinal plants in baskoure, Kourittenga 
Province, burkina Faso: An ethnobotanical study. J. 
Ethnopharmacol, 2011, 133  378-395.

24. National Institutes of Health NIH Guide for the Care and 
Use of Laboratory Animals; NIH Publication No. 85-23; 
Department of Health and Human Services: Washington, 
DC, USA, 1985.

25. Elderdery A.Y. and Alshaiban  A.S. Reference value profile 
for healthy individuals from the Aljouf region of Saudi Arabia. 
J. Hematol., 6: 6-11Elvin-Lewis M (2001). Should we be 
concerned about herbal remedies. J. Ethnopharmacol, 
2017, 75 141-164.

26. Fredrickson D.S.,  Levy R.I. and  Lees R.S. Fat transport 
in lipoproteins: An integrated approach to mechanisms 
and disorders. N. Eng. J. Med, 1967,  276  34-44. 

27. Elvin-Lewis M. Should we be concerned about herbal 
remedies. J. Ethnopharmacol, 2001, 75: 141-164.



INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 33 32  INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019 33 32  INDIAN DRUGS 56 (11) NovembeR 2019

28. ezeja m.I.,  Anaga A.o. and  Asuzu I.U.  Acute and sub-
chronic toxicity profile of methanol leaf extract of Gouania 
longipetala in rats. J. Ethnopharmacol 2014, 151 1155-
1164.

29. Wasan K.M, Najafi S., Wong J. and  Kwong M.  Assessing 
plasma lipid levels, body weight and hepatic and renal 
toxicity following chronic oral administration of a water 
soluble phytostanol compound Fm-vP4, togerbils. J. Pharm 
Sci, 2001,  (3): 228-234. 

30. ekaidem I.S., Akpanabiatu m.I., Uboh F.e. and eka 
o.U. vitamin b12 supplementation: effects on some 
biochemical and haematological indices of rats on phenytoin 
administration. Biokemistri, 2006, 18(1): 31 -37. 

31. Sofowora A. medicinal Plants and Traditional medicine in 
Africa, 2nd Edition, Spectrum Books Limited (Publisher 
1993, Ibadan, Nigeria pp.134-156. 

32. Trease G.e. and evans W.C. A textbook of Pharmacognosy, 
13th Edition, Bailliere Tindall Ltd., 1989 London. pp. 19-
21.

33. Ayoola G.A., Coker H.A.B., Adesegun S.A., Adepoju-Bello 
A.A., obaweya K., ezennia e.C. and  Atangbayila T.o.. 
Phytochemical screening and antioxidant activities of 
some selected medicinal plants used for malarial therapy 
in South-Western Nigeria. Trop. J. Pharm. Res., 2008, 7  
1019-1024.

34. oeCD, 2001a. oeCD Guidelines for Testing of Chemicals: 
Acute oral Toxicity – Acute Toxic Class method. Test No. 
423, Adopted 22nd march 1996, and Revised method 
Adopted 17th December 2001, oeCD, Paris

35. The Purple book. New York, Geneva: United Nations 
economic Commission for europe; 2005. Anonymous. 
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling 
of Chemicals (GHS) p. 60.

36. OECD, 2001b. Harmonised Integrated Classification 
System for Human Health and Environmental Hazards of 
Chemical Substances and mixtures, oeCD, Paris, Adopted 
14th August 2001, (Chapter 2.1).

37. Konan NA, Bacchi EM, Lincopan N, Varela SD, Varanda 
eA. et al. Acute, subacute toxicity and genotoxic 
effect of a hydroethanolic extract of the cashew  

(Anacardium occidentale L.). J. Ethnopharmacol, 2007, 
110: 30–38. 

38. Wang M.L., Pbert L. and Lemon S.C.  Influence of family, 
friend, and coworker social support and social undermining 
on weight gain prevention among adults. Obesity, 2014, 
22 1973–1980. 

39. Olson H., Betton G., Robinson D., Thomas K., Monro 
A., Kolaja G., Lilly P., Sanders J., Sipes G., Bracken W., 
Dorato M., Deun K.V., Smith P., Berger B. and Heller 
A.  Concordance of the toxicity of pharmaceuticals in 
humans and in animals. Reg Toxicol Pharmacol, 2000, 
32: 56–67.

40. d’Yvoire m.b, bremer S., Casati S., Ceridono m., Coecke 
S. and Corvi R. eCvAm and new technologies for toxicity 
testing. In: balls m, Combes, R.D., bhogal, N., editors. New 
Technologies for Toxicity Testing. Advances in Experimental 
Medicine and Biology. Vol. 745. New York: Landes Bio 
Science and Springer Science+buisness media, 2012, 
Inc, p. 171.

41. Thierry D.T.A., Acha A.e., Paulin N., Aphrodite C., Pierre 
K. and Tazoacha A.. Sub-acute toxicity study of the 
aqueous extract from Acanthus montanus. eJBiol, 2011, 
7 11–15.

42. Patrick-Iwuanyanwu K.C., Amadi U., Charles I.A. and 
Ayalogu e.o.  evaluation of acute and sub-chronic oral 
toxicity study of baker cleansers bitters a poly herbal drug 
on experimental rats. EXCLI J, 2012, 11: 632–640.

43. oyagbemi A.A., Saba A.b.and Arowolo R.o.A. Safety 
evaluation of prolonged administration of stres roak in 
grower cockerels. Int J Poult Sci 2008,  7 1–5. 

44. mbaka G.o., ogbonnia S.o., olubamido T.o., Awopetu 
P.I. and ota D.A. evaluation of acute and sub-chronic 
toxicities of aqueous ethanol root extract of Raphia hookeri 
(Palmaceae) on Swiss albino rats. Br. J. Pharmacol., 
2014, 5(4)  129-135.

45. Greaves P. Histopathology of preclinical toxicity studies: 
Interpretation and Relevance in Drug  Safety evaluation. 
3rd edition. New York 2007: Academic Press.

46. Tailang m. and Sharma A.K. Phytochemistry (Theory and 
Practicals). birla Publications 2009, India. pp. 229-237.

For Advertising in the Classified Columns and also for Series Advertisement Please contact:  
Mr Chettiar (+9820629907) Publications Department

INDIAN DRUGS 
 Tel.: 022 - 2494 4624 / 2497 4308 / Fax: 022 - 2495 0723  

e-mail: mail_idma@idmaindia.com, Website: www.idma-assn.org /www.indiandrugsonline.org   


